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them. The consequent isolation, I fear, made much
for self-righteousness. In their eyes it was this
observance which maintained continuity between
the Christian church and the institutions imposed in
Paradise, and therefore made them peculiarly the
people of God. This amiable fanaticism, fervent
without being uncharitable, interfered in no wise
with the widest exercise of Christian sympathy with
other sects, the observance of the Seventh-Day Sab-
bath not being held as an essential to godliness or
to Christian fellowship, the non-observance being
possibly only due to ignorance, so that the relations
of the historic First Seventh-Day Baptist Church at
Newport with the churches observing the " LordV
Day Sabbath " were always most kindly. The meet-
ing-house occupied by the Sabbatarians on the
seventh day was occupied by one of the Sunday-
observing sects on the first, and the preachers of
one often officiated for the other. But the worldly
advantage enjoyed by the Sunday keeper was so
considerable that all who did not hold to the finest
scruple of conscience in their conduct passed over to
the majority, and were excluded from the communion
as a precaution against the Sunday keepers becoming
a majority in the church and taking it away from
the Sabbath keepers, as did actually occur with one
of their congregations in Vermont. In our commu-
nity generally there was a most scrupulous avoidance
of any occupation on Sunday which might annoy
those who held it as Sabbath, and though in the State
of New York the laws were extremely liberal in thisenth-Day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